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Historical Absence,Generative Mechanism and System Construction of Theoretical
Discourse on Chinese Children’s Music

ZHANG Tian,TAN Xudong

Abstract: Chinese children’s music has evolved over a century and accumulated abundant historical
experience. Nevertheless, the construction of historical research and theoretical discourse system matching it has
fallen relatively behind. Judging from the development context of Chinese children’s music, the historiographical
writing of Chinese children’s music has long been absent. Its causes include multiple factors such as the
professionalism tendency and adult—centrism in traditional music historiography, limited scope of historical data
excavation, and fragmentation of disciplinary classification. The historiographical writing of Chinese children’s
music entails not only the sorting of historical materials and reconstruction of historical facts,but also serves as a
vital approach for the generation of theoretical discourse on children’s music. Through the interaction between
historical narration and theoretical interpretation,the ontological characteristics of children’s music can be clarified,
a matched system of "view of children" and "view of education" can be established, and further a theoretical
framework supporting creative practice can be formed. It bears important theoretical research value and practical
guiding significance for perfecting the historiographical research of Chinese children’s music, advancing the
disciplinary development of Chinese children’s music, enriching the disciplinary system of Chinese music, and
boosting the innovation of theoretical discourse concerning Chinese children’s literature and art.

Keywords:children’s music;history of Chinese children’s music;construction of theoretical discourse;historical

writing;knowledge system;autonomy



