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From Local Accent to Melodic Technique: An Exploration of Musical Language in
Liu Chi’s Songs

LI Mo,WANG Yan

Abstract:Liu Chi ranks among the most influential Chinese composers of the 20th century,whose achievements
in song composition exerted a profound influence on the development of Chinese national music. In his canonical
works, Liu Chi’s compositional experiments concerning the application of melodic techniques, mode borrowing,
rhythmic arrangement,and structural forms embody a uniquely recognizable creative mindset and pioneering artistic
character. An investigation into his song creation serves two purposes. For one thing,it systematically distills the
core characteristics and rules governing melodic composition in Liu Chi’s songs,revealing how he revitalized folk
musical resources within a professional compositional context and realized the modern transformation of traditional
music from folk local accents into refined artistic works. For another,it thoroughly analyzes the internal logic of his
musical language techniques that integrate Chinese and Western styles,illustrating the creative wisdom of indigenous
composers in precisely expressing patriotism and national charm amid epochal transformations. Rather than passively
conforming to the times,Liu Chi embedded his individual artistic ideals into the cultural construction of the nation
consciously. His classic songs stand not only as artistic milestones encapsulating the spirit of the era,but also
furnish mature practical experience and lay a theoretical foundation for the creation of contemporary Chinese
thematic music.

Keywords:Liu Chi;melodic technique;reconstruction;mountain—shaped melody;dialect interjections



