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The Performing Art and Musical Expression of the Bassoon in Ravel’s Orchestral
Works

XIN Jianfei

Abstract:Based on the performance art and musical expression of bassoon solo sections in the orchestral works
of Impressionist composer Ravel, this paper systematically explores the bassoon solo passages in works including
Boléro,Piano Concerto in G Major,Pictures at an Exhibition (The Old Castle) and Ma Mére I' Oye,as well as solo parts
for contrabassoon. The research background rests on the fact that Ravel broadened the expressive boundaries of
traditional instruments with sophisticated orchestration, while the bassoon has long served merely as an auxiliary
voice,whose solo value requires re—evaluation. Centering on solo excerpts from each piece,this paper analyzes their
technical traits and artistic connotations from the dimensions of performing craft and musical expression. It
concludes that by equipping the bassoon with flowing lyrical melodic lines, difficult technical segments and
abundant timbral layers, Ravel not only broke traditional performance restrictions,but also enabled the bassoon to
shift from a subordinate voice to a primary expressive role. Combined with the composer’s pursuit of delicate
auditory aesthetics, this paper further illustrates how these compositional approaches helped the bassoon develop
into an independent, in—depth musical subject. This study offers theoretical grounds for valuing bassoon solo
expressiveness within modern orchestral performance. It is proposed that performers thoroughly grasp the timbral
shifts and lyrical logic of the bassoon in Ravel’s works,inheriting and advancing the artistic status he established for
the instrument.

Keywords:Ravel;impressionism;bassoon;solo passage;orchestral works;performance art;musical expression



