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The Traditional Research Paradigm of Opera Analysis and Contemporary
Innovative Approaches

KANG Xiao

Abstract: Opera analysis consists of distinct traditional research paradigms and innovative contemporary
approaches. Traditional scholarship centers on the musical essence,dramatic structure, and ideological connotations
of opera. From a musical perspective,it adopts meticulous score analysis combined with historical documentation to
examine the interplay between musical composition and dramatic narrative. From a theatrical perspective,it focuses
on plot construction,character shaping, and the interactive symbiosis between music and drama. From an ideological
perspective, it explores the inherent values and cultural implications embedded in operatic works. After the mid-
20th century, contemporary innovative approaches emerged in opera analysis, which began to expand in multiple
dimensions. The rise of "director's opera" (Regieoper) elevated stage presentation to a core research focus. The
integration of digital technologies has unlocked greater possibilities for stage design: technologies including virtual
reality,augmented reality,digital lighting and projection have delivered abundant creative room for stage expression.
Digital technology has also facilitated the quantification of acoustic research. For instance, digital audio mixing
consoles enable real-time monitoring and storage of stage audio curve data. Fully digital processing improves sound
quality, furnishing empirical data support for variations in vocal styles and performing interpretations. Motion
capture technology brings physical performance into the research scope, enabling a shift from experiential
interpretation to evidence—based research. Opera research ought to draw on Western theoretical achievements while
grounding itself in local Chinese practices,develop analytical concepts and frameworks with Chinese characteristics,
and advance the in—depth integration of close textual reading, technological empowerment, and cultural
interpretation.
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