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A Study on Piano Reduction Adaptation Techniques for Big Band Jazz Works:
A Case Study of In the Mood

PANG Bo

Abstract: Currently, domestically composed or adapted jazz piano works in China generally suffer from
monotonous voice leading and weakened stylistic characteristics in both pedagogical and performance practices,
which to some extent restricts the development of jazz piano performance and education. Jazz big band compositions
are well-suited to address these shortcomings and offer significant advantages as source material for piano
adaptations. Taking the classic early 20th—century big band work In the Mood as a case study,this paper employs
piano reduction techniques. Based on the distinction between reduction (Score—Based) and personalized adaptation
(Re—adaptation), and adhering to three core principles prioritizing the retention of original musical elements,
adapting to the inherent characteristics of the piano, and maintaining a practice—oriented approach—the structural
framework of the adapted work is established. Across various sections,including the introduction,theme,transitions,
improvisation, recapitulation,and coda,specific adaptation techniques are applied. These include assigning distinct
registers to the left and right hands to simulate dialogues between instrumental sections, optimizing the balance
between walking bass lines and melodies through sectional refinement,and utilizing register contrasts to recreate the
sense of inter—sectional interplay. This piano reduction approach provides a novel pathway for expanding the
domestic jazz piano repertoire,empowers the integrated "teaching—creation—performance" talent cultivation system
in jazz programs at professional art academies,and lays a technical foundation for the future composition of Chinese—
style jazz piano works.

Keywords: jazz big band; piano arrangement/adaptation; piano reduction techniques; Jazz Music; jazz piano

repertoire development



