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On the Conductor’s Interpretation of Dynamics in Symphony Performance

XIE Jiang

Abstract:In symphonic performance,dynamic marks on the full score are not fixed physical values but sonic
outcomes shaped and adjusted within a given historical context and orchestration. Traditional conducting studies
often treat dynamics as uniform volume indications,yet in actual rehearsal and performance,the notated dynamics of
some works cannot fully reflect the composer’s intention. As a crucial intermediary between score and stage, the
conductor serves as a key interpreter of symphonic music. One important duty of every conductor is to reinterpret
the dynamics of a work through auditory experience and rehearsal methods. Dynamic marks embody the musical
individuality of different composers. In Beethoven's works, forte and sforzato often function as forces that drive
structural tension and emphasize motives. In Tchaikovsky’'s music, dynamics establish emotional expression and
dramatic contrast through melodic and harmonic tension. In Webern’s symphonies,dynamics no longer serve linear
phrases;instead, brief, sharply articulated dynamics become part of the concept of Klangfarbenmelodie (tone—color
melody). Through multi—perspective analysis of works by three representative composers,this paper aims to clarify
how conductors understand the meanings behind various notated dynamics and realize the composer's ideas through
appropriate rehearsal and conducting techniques. The conductor’s handling of dynamics is not a simple reproduction
of score markings,but a multi—-dimensional exploration and understanding based on inner hearing,the composer’s
creative concepts,and conducting methods. Through repeated refinement in rehearsal,an optimal balance of volume
and timbre is achieved that both meets notation requirements and suits actual acoustics. Such an approach to
dynamic interpretation not only lays a theoretical foundation for the flexible application of conducting techniques,
but also provides a practically meaningful path for symphonic performers.

Keywords:symphonic performance;dynamic marks;orchestra conducting;Inner hearing;score reading



