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A Study on the Musical Space Construction in Hao Weiya's Zheng Piece
Under a Cloudless Sky

REN Jia,LI Yuhang

Abstract: As a commissioned work for the 13th China Golden Bell Award for Music (Zheng Competition), the
Zheng piece Under a Cloudless Sky was composed by the composer Hao Weiya. The piece not only inherits the
essence of traditional Chinese music but also integrates Western compositional thinking. Variation techniques are
employed with exquisite craftsmanship,and the orchestra—style variational development renders the construction of
musical space more rich. Sound cell as the fundamental structural element of the work. By tracing the cultural
origins of the sound cell,it reveals the path of its integration in the composition;through a detailed analysis of the
division,combination and variation of the sound cell throughout the piece,it demonstrates the hierarchical evolution
of the overall musical form;by examining the structural positioning of the sound cell,it illustrates the means by which
coherence and diversity are achieved in the musical work. Focusing on the structure, this study interprets the
breathing of musical energy and the design of sonic gestures,so as to explore the composer’s individualized musical
language in the context of the new century,and to reveal the diversity and innovation of artistic expression. And
Under a Cloudless Sky uses a traditional double woodwind ensemble as its foundational framework. The orchestra
excels at creating a striking contrast between percussive sound effects and the delicate timbre of the Zheng. This
juxtaposition not only enriches the musical expressiveness but also reflects the composer’s absorption and integration
of Chinese folk wind—and—percussion traditions. Furthermore,the piece Under a Cloudless Sky employs a rich variety
of polyphonic narrative techniques. Through dialogues between sections and the interweaving of timbres,it constructs
a multi-layered,dynamically evolving conversational soundscape.

Keywords: Under a Cloudless Sky;acoustical cell;variation development;evolution of musical form;compound

structure



