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An Analysis and Vocal Interpretation of two Arias from the Musical
SanMao' Wanderings

HU Yanyan

Abstract: In recent years, Chinese original musicals have flourished through the interplay of heritage,
innovation,and international exchange,progressively transitioning from imitation and adaptation to telling compelling
Chinese stories grounded in native cultural soil. Co—created by celebrated composer Sanbao and playwright/
librettist Guan Shan,the musical Sanmao’s Wanderings stands as another representative work following their earlier
productions Butterfly and Golden Sand. Fxamined from the dual perspectives of compositional analysis and
performance interpretation, the two classic numbers "Niantou"(Thought) and "Quanshijie" (The Whole World) from
Sanmao’'s Wanderings achieve a sophisticated isomorphism between musical narrative and the character’s
psychology through their musical form, tonal layout, rhythmic texture, and musical rhetoric. With regard to
performance interpretation, these two arias sculpt the character’s psychological body through vocal means across
four dimensions—linguistic delivery,breath control,timbral shifting,and emotional expression—thereby realizing a
"vocal characterization" that transcends the literal text. These two numbers not only provide significant paradigms
for dramatic expression in Chinese indigenous musicals,but also offer new insights for the vocal performance and
pedagogy of original musicals,thereby fostering the sustained prosperity of Chinese musical theatre through cultural
confidence and innovative development.

Keywords:Chinese musicals;Sanmao’s Wanderings;Thoughi;The Whole World;pop singing



